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Introduction: 

As children of God, what do we need so that we do not fall away or becomes lands that produce thorns instead of fruits? So that we are not burnt at the end as stated in Heb. 6: 7&8. 
The world in every arena is providing and assuring people of HOPE that is not achievable. The hope that lives us miserable at the end of the day. The hope that end up robbing us of our JOY, PEACE and LOVE that we have in Christ. If this world is careful in offering mirage hope so that it can keep its disciples and lead them to destruction forever, what has our God put in place since He is aware of the tendency of us falling away as Heb 6:7&8? The storms and challenges of this life have not stopped and will not until Christ shall come again. What do we need as a SURE and unchangeable thing so that we do not lose out and fall away? This is our sermon this morning. Our SURE NEED – AS WE WAIT for the PROMISE of ETERNAL GLORY!
Let’s Pray!

Shall we turn our Bible to Hebrews 6:13-20.
What is the desire of God for us in this text for revealing to us what we have read today? His ultimate purpose or will is that “we who have taken refuge would have STRONG ENCOURAGEMENT to take hold of the hope set before us.” Verse 18. God has set before His children a HOPE that is unchangeable and eternal as we patiently wait for His coming. In contrast, the world has also duplicated and twisted the hope of God towards himself – saying HOPE IN ME! Not in GOD!

Hope in me! What this apartment, car, job, woman, man, power, etc will add to your IMAGE if happen to grape them. What this opportunity will do to our family, future and relationship. Hope in me is what the world offer with the intension of killing our hope in the Lord, killing our fear of the Lord, thereby, raising our level of insecurity in life. Succeeding in keeping us in their perpetual slavery and bondage. The true HOPE is Jesus Christ, our PROMISE, OUR ANCHOR and OUR FORERUNNER! That is what we NEED – as we wait! Not the hope in me!
JESUS OUR PROMISE by OATH–Unchangeable is what we need – as we wait! vs13, 16,17. 
Abraham obtained this promise backed by an Oath from God not because of His background or anything peculiar about him but as a result of his Faith! "When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself, saying, "I will surely bless you and give you many descendants." (Gen. 22:17). In Romans 4:9-16, the Bible make it very clear that it is by FAITH not because of:

· Circumcision or Not circumcision: - verse 9-12 “Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness….” This tells us that Abraham received the promise while uncircumcised but accounted to him the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised.” How about the law or ethnicity?
· The Law, ethnicity: verse 13-16  “For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. …. Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all.”
Circumcision or Not circumcision; the Law, or ethnicity, was not a factor for God’s promise by an Oath to Abraham rather as a result of his FAITH!
Therefore, the seed of Abraham are those Apostle Paul indicated in Galatians 3:29, “And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” Today, you and I who are not of the commonwealth of Israel yet are considered as seeds of Abraham because of Jesus Christ.

We all need God’s encouragement, don’t we? I do need God’s strong encouragement so that I can lay hold on the HOPE set before me. These two unchangeable things are to motivate our perseverance and to endure all hardship. If that is our goal then we have to believe God. We are to walk by FAITH not by sight! The promise and oath were given to encourage the children of Abraham to hold fast to their hope (v. 18). Hope in Him not in this world!
Abraham at that moment was not a problem free or was not having difficulties in his life. He knows how it feels to be childless, he feared being killed by his enemies, and he laid about his wife to safe his life. All you can think about today might have been his fears like we are faced today. 

Yet amid all these he looks to God in faith. He was not moved by sight thereby moved God to take an Oath with a promise. Unlike the servant of Elisha in 2 Kings 6:16 when they were surrounded by the Syrian armies and had no place to turn to he feared. But thank God for people like Elisha who was the master and believed God’s word that “greater is He who is with them then the one that is with their enemies, the Syrian armies.” 
Elisha prayed to God to open the eyes of his servant to see and when he saw the host that was with them, he became encouraged and feared no more. 

Our life are also buttered with so many challenges and fears of the unknown, sometimes we are tempted to behave like the servant of Elisha seeing before we believe but that attitude is for SERVENTS not for Sons and Daughters who knows who their Father and what He is capable of doing. We need to believe our Father and be encouraged by His words so that we can obtain the PROMISE set before us, Jesus our only Promise!
JESUS OUR ANCHOR – Firm and Secure is what we need – as we wait! verse 19
Just as the FIRMNESS and SECURENESS of a ship in a STORMY situation depend upon the ANCHOR! So our soul’s FIRMNESS and SECURENESS in trials and tribulation depend upon the HOPE we have in Christ as our Anchor! 

Even though the promise and oath offer us encouragement, they are not what hold us FIRM and SECURE in the midst of storms and tribulation. We need an Anchor to be steadfast and sure as the bellows roll. Fastens to the Rock which cannot move, grounded firm and deep in the Savior’s LOVE! This is what we need – as we wait for His second coming! The HOPE which is our ANCHOR must be ROOTED and GROUNDED on ROCK. Where lays our hope in this world? Is our hope in the world that says “hope in me?” or our hope is upon the ROCK?
Abraham was not accepted in his world, he strife with the people of his world. Likewise we are not given a hand of friendship in this world. Christ knew that so He said in John 16:33 “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” If our hope shall be in Christ who has overcome the world, we will also overcome the storms the devil had outline for our destruction. 

In the midst of the deadly storms, Christ our hope, is an Anchor for our souls, firm and secure. We might be tossed around at times but when the ANCHOR, our HOPE is set deep we are safe and secure no movement. 
This is the picture the Holy Spirit wants us to understand in this journey. God is the One who has become our Anchor. He is our HOPE! He is the One who has become our Promise. He is the One who has promised with an oath that He will be for us and no one can be against us. Romans 8:31. Because the Bible says, “But he who UNITES himself with the Lord is ONE with him in spirit.” (1 Cor. 6:17). Meaning, we are tied or united with Christ so we will rain forever. He's the Anchor, our HOPE that will not be moved.  
JESUS OUR FORERUNNER –The One gone ahead of us is what we need–as we wait! Vs 20.
What is the final state of our hope? The final state is to be where our Forerunner has gone!

The word Forerunner used here means the One gone ahead - a guide ahead, One who proceeds with sense of possession. He enters the Holy of Holiest, where God is and opening the door for our entry. How? Upon His triumphant entry into the inner Sanctuary behind the curtain, the curtain was thorn into two from top to the bottom. 

On the Cross, He cry – “it is finished!” In this proclamation from our Forerunner means the “VICTORY” for the seed of Abraham has been completed!

Our Forerunner did not just complete our VICTORY alone but has gone ahead to prepare a place for us in our Fathers house. Therefore, Jesus said in John 14:2-3, “In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” He will come back again to take us home! Where He is we will also be! 

Christ our Forerunner again did not just go ahead of us, but also has become our High Priest forever after the order of Melchizedek (v. 20). He lives forever! Therefore, we shall also live forever! We will dwell forever in His Holy City where we will see and experience Him face to face. If only we will not give up, and remain steadfast at our present storm and troubles, He will honor His Promise! He is faithful not to Abraham alone but us too, his seed! 

What are our Challenges?

“Crucify our flesh” – In Gal. 5:24-26. (Romans 6:5-14).
“And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.” - We are born of the Spirit therefore let us walk in the Spirit. No need to hold on to our old way of life, our fleshly passion and desires, they are but deadly!
Beloved in Christ, Christ our Forerunner has provided us “A new and living way”! In Heb. 10:20 which says: “…by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh”. 
For Jesus, the “veil” that blocked the way into the sanctuary was “His flesh” – His human nature. But this was torn down by His life of sacrifice on the CROSS, killing the passion of His flesh to allow the full control of God’s will to prevail. A free access have been given to us to God yet we are been hindered by our own flesh, our passions and desires!
How are we also tearing down our passions, prides, and all that hinders us from entering God’s eternal Rest? The last challenge is …
“Endure Hardness!” In 2 Timothy 2:3-4.
“You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.”  - We are encouraged to be ready to endure difficulties as good soldiers of the Lord. The battle is not flesh and blood but against principalities, powers of darkness, etc.
Christ our Forerunner was able to withstand all temptation during His life on earth. No fault was found of Him, therefore, He was able to do the “Will of Him who sent Him and to finish His work!” – John 4:34. Jesus was the veil that was torn asunder, and the new way was opened for us! This has given us boldness as written in Heb. 10:19: “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus”. We can follow Jesus with boldness on this new and living way because He has given us the Holy Spirit—the same Spirit that gave Him the power He needed. “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”–1 Cor. 10:13. – Our God has promise us that He will not allow any temptation that we are not able to bear. By His Holy Spirit, He will strengthen us and show us away of escape.
Conclusion
His way—must be our way! – So that we can obtain this Promise as Abraham did!
The way Christ led His life should be our way! His way is the way that leads to eternal life! Our way may look bright but the Bible says the end thereof is death! He is our Hope that encourages us to keep the faith until we lay hold of the Promise! He is our Hope, the Anchor hooked to the Rock to stand amid all storms! He is our hope that guide us, gone ahead to give us free access and a “New and Living” way to God!

 The world preaches “Hope in me” hope in self and the material things, they shall all pass away! But he who hopes in the Lord and walk in His ways shall abide forever and will never be moved!
 His life—must be our life! –As we wait for His second coming!
The life Jesus led can be our life! If we follow His way! We are tempted just as He was tempted, but He did not sin. We can follow Him by “Crucifying” our own will and passion in the power of the Holy Spirit, just as Jesus did! (Heb. 9:14). One might ask, “How do we do that?” Apostle Paul said it all in Philp. 2:5-8 “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” Let us have this mind of Christ which is self denial; this mind of self sacrifice; this mind of absolute humility; this mind of perfect obedience unto death even death because of our assignment! 
Shall we pray:

Rom.15:13 "May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in Him as our PROMISE, ANCHOR and FORERUNNER in this life of trials and tribulation so that we may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit to live His way as our way and His life as our life as we wait patiently for His second coming!." In Jesus Name we pray, amen!


